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Bringing a postcolonial perspective to UK constitutional debates and including a detailed and comparative
engagement with the constitutions of Britain’s ex-colonies, this book is an original reflection upon the
relationship between the written and the unwritten constitution.

Can a nation have an unwritten constitution? While written constitutions both found and define modern
nations, Britain is commonly regarded as one of the very few exceptions to this rule. Drawing on a range of
theories concerning writing, law and violence (from Robert Cover to Jacques Derrida), Constitutions makes
a theoretical intervention into conventional constitutional analyses by problematizing the notion of a ‘written
constitution’ on which they are based.

Situated within the frame of the former British empire, this book deconstructs the conventional opposition
between the ‘margins’ and the ‘centre’, as well as between the ‘written’ and ‘unwritten’, by paying very
close, detailed attention to the constitutional texts under consideration. Pryor argues that Britain’s ‘unwritten’
constitution and ‘immemorial’ common law only take on meaning in a relation of difference with the written
constitutions of its former colonies. These texts, in turn, draw on this pre-literate origin in order to legitimize
themselves. The ‘unwritten’ constitution of Britain can therefore be located and dislocated in postcolonial
written constitutions.

Constitutions is an excellent addition to the bookshelves of all students of the philosophy of law, political
theory, constitutional and administrative law and jurisprudence.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Bowman:

This Constitutions: Writing Nations, Reading Difference (Birkbeck Law Press) tend to be reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Constitutions: Writing
Nations, Reading Difference (Birkbeck Law Press) can be one of several great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Constitutions: Writing Nations,
Reading Difference (Birkbeck Law Press) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Lisa Knight:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a reserve. The book Constitutions: Writing Nations, Reading Difference (Birkbeck Law Press) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book provides high quality.

Pandora Rice:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Constitutions: Writing Nations, Reading Difference (Birkbeck Law Press) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get just before. The Constitutions: Writing Nations, Reading Difference (Birkbeck Law
Press) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data
for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Richard Mason:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Constitutions: Writing Nations, Reading
Difference (Birkbeck Law Press) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make



book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism
Constitutions: Writing Nations, Reading Difference (Birkbeck Law Press) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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