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African nations have watched the recent civic dramas of the Arab Spring and Occupy Wall Street asking if
they too will see similar civil society actions in their own countries. Nigeria—Africa’s most populous
nation—has long enjoyed one of the continent’s most vibrant civil society spheres, which has been
instrumental in political change. Initially viewed as contributing to democracy’s development, however, civil
society groups have come under increased scrutiny by scholars and policymakers. Do some civil society
groups promote democracy more effectively than others? And if so, which ones, and why?
By examining the structure, organizational cultures, and methods of more than one hundred Nigerian civil
society groups, Kew finds that the groups that best promote democratic development externally are
themselves internally democratic. Specifically, the internally democratic civil society groups build more
sustainable coalitions to resist authoritarian rule; support and influence political parties more effectively;
articulate and promote public interests in a more negotiable fashion; and, most importantly, inculcate
democratic norms in their members, which in turn has important democratizing impacts on national political
cultures and institutions. Further, internally democratic groups are better able to resolve ethnic differences
and ethnic-based tensions than their undemocratically structured peers.
This book is a deeply comprehensive account of Nigerian civil society groups in the late twentieth and early
twenty-first centuries. Kew blends democratic theory with conflict resolution methodologies to argue that the
manner in which groups—and states—manage internal conflicts provides an important gauge as to how
democratic their political cultures are. The conclusions will allow donors and policymakers to make strategic
decisions in their efforts to build a democratic society in Nigeria and other regions.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

In other case, little people like to read book Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria
(Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important any book Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and
Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution). You can add understanding and
of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Catherine Taylor:

The book Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on Peace and
Conflict Resolution) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and
Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution) for being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a reserve Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and
Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sharon Keller:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Civil Society,
Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution) suitable
to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Civil Society,
Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution)is the
one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Anne Shibata:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better



to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on
Peace and Conflict Resolution) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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