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New Yorker James Baldwin once declared that a black man can look at a map of the United States,
contemplate the area south of the Mason-Dixon Line, and thus scare himself to death. In The Scary Mason-
Dixon Line, renowned literary scholar Trudier Harris explores why black writers, whether born in
Mississippi, New York, or elsewhere, have consistently both loved and hated the South. Harris explains that
for these authors the South represents not so much a place or even a culture as a rite of passage. Not one of
them can consider himself or herself a true African American writer without confronting the idea of the
South in a decisive way.

Harris considers native-born black southerners Raymond Andrews, Ernest J. Gaines, Edward P. Jones,
Tayari Jones, Yusef Komunyakaa, Randall Kenan, and Phyllis Alesia Perry, and nonsouthern writers James
Baldwin, Sherley Anne Williams, and Octavia E. Butler. The works Harris examines date from Baldwin’s
Blues for Mr. Charlie (1964) to Edward P. Jones’s The Known World (2003). By including Komunyakaa’s
poems and Baldwin’s play, as well as male and female authors, Harris demonstrates that the writers’
preoccupation with the South cuts across lines of genre and gender.

Whether their writings focus on slavery, migration from the South to the North, or violence on southern soil,
and whether they celebrate the triumph of black southern heritage over repression or castigate the South for
its treatment of blacks, these authors cannot escape the call of the South. Indeed, Harris asserts that creative
engagement with the South represents a defining characteristic of African American writing.

A singular work by one of the foremost literary scholars writing today, The Scary Mason-Dixon Line
superbly demonstrates how history and memory continue to figure powerfully in African American literary
creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Scary Mason-Dixon Line: African American Writers and
the South (Southern Literary Studies) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Scary Mason-Dixon Line:
African American Writers and the South (Southern Literary Studies) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Scary Mason-Dixon Line: African American Writers and
the South (Southern Literary Studies) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Benita Eldridge:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book The Scary Mason-Dixon Line: African American
Writers and the South (Southern Literary Studies) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Walter Godinez:

Precisely why? Because this The Scary Mason-Dixon Line: African American Writers and the South
(Southern Literary Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this
but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such
as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If
I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Carolyn Lew:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can



have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Scary Mason-Dixon Line:
African American Writers and the South (Southern Literary Studies) which is keeping the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's observe.
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