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Public academic prize contests?the concours académique?played a significant role in the intellectual life of
Enlightenment France, with aspirants formulating positions on such matters as slavery, poverty, the
education of women, tax reform, and urban renewal and submitting the resulting essays for scrutiny by
panels of judges. In The Enlightenment in Practice, Jeremy L. Caradonna draws on archives both in Paris
and the provinces to show that thousands of individuals?ranging from elite men and women of letters
artisans, and peasants?participated in these intellectual competitions, a far broader range of people than has
been previously assumed.

Caradonna contends that the Enlightenment in France can no longer be seen as a cultural movement
restricted to a small coterie of philosophers or a limited number of printed texts. Moreover, Caradonna
demonstrates that the French monarchy took academic competitions quite seriously, sponsoring numerous
contests on such practical matters as deforestation, the quality of drinking water, and the nighttime
illumination of cities. In some cases, the contests served as an early mechanism for technology transfer: the
state used submissions to identify technical experts to whom it could turn for advice. Finally, the author
shows how this unique intellectual exercise declined during the upheavals of the French Revolution, when
voicing moderate public criticism became a rather dangerous act.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Moore:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Enlightenment in
Practice: Academic Prize Contests and Intellectual Culture in France, 1670-1794? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jessica Jones:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Enlightenment in Practice: Academic Prize
Contests and Intellectual Culture in France, 1670-1794 as your daily resource information.

James Hibner:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Enlightenment
in Practice: Academic Prize Contests and Intellectual Culture in France, 1670-1794, it is possible to enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Bruce Williamson:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Enlightenment in Practice: Academic Prize Contests and
Intellectual Culture in France, 1670-1794 provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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