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Thirty years before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, the antislavery movement won its first
victory in the British Parliament. On August 1, 1834, the Abolition of Slavery Bill took effect, ending
colonial slavery throughout the British Empire. Over the next three decades, "August First Day," also known
as "West India Day" and "Emancipation Day," became the most important annual celebration of
emancipation among people of African descent in the northern United States, the British Caribbean, Canada
West, and the United Kingdom and played a critical role in popular mobilization against American slavery.
In Rites of August First, J. R. Kerr-Ritchie provides the first detailed analysis of the origins, nature, and
consequences of this important commemoration that helped to shape the age of Anglo-American
emancipation.

Combining social, cultural, and political history, Kerr-Ritchie discusses the ideological and cultural
representations of August First Day in print, oratory, and visual images. Spanning the Western hemisphere,
Kerr-Ritchie's study successfully unravels the cultural politics of emancipation celebrations, analyzing the
social practices informed by public ritual, symbol, and spectacle designed to elicit feelings of common
identity among blacks in the Atlantic World. Rites of August First shows how and why the commemorative
events changed between British emancipation and the freeing of slaves in the United States a generation
later, while also examining the connections among local, regional, and international commemorations.

While shedding light on an important black institution that has been long ignored, Rites of August First also
contributes to the broader study of emancipation and black Atlantic identity. Its transnational approach
challenges local and national narratives that have largely shaped previous investigations of these questions.
Kerr-Ritchie shows how culture and community were truly political at this important historical moment and,
most broadly, how politics and culture converge and profoundly influence each other.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black
Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) ended up being making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
publication Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition,
and the Atlantic World) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World). You never experience lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Percy Brown:

The ability that you get from Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide
in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the
Atlantic World) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this specific Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition,
and the Atlantic World) instantly.

Latasha Hisle:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition,
and the Atlantic World), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.



Laurence Asher:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the
Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We should have Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World).
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