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Mark Anthony Neal’s Looking for Leroy is an engaging and provocative analysis of the complex ways in
which black masculinity has been read and misread through contemporary American popular culture. Neal
argues that black men and boys are bound, in profound ways, to and by their legibility. The most “legible”
black male bodies are often rendered as criminal, bodies in need of policing and containment. Ironically,
Neal argues, this sort of legibility brings welcome relief to white America, providing easily identifiable
images of black men in an era defined by shifts in racial, sexual, and gendered identities.
 
Neal highlights the radical potential of rendering legible black male bodies—those bodies that are all too real
for us—as illegible, while simultaneously rendering illegible black male bodies—those versions of black
masculinity that we can’t believe are real—as legible. In examining figures such as hip-hop entrepreneur and
artist Jay-Z, R&B Svengali R. Kelly, the late vocalist Luther Vandross, and characters from the hit HBO
series The Wire, among others, Neal demonstrates how distinct representations of black masculinity can
break the links in the public imagination that create antagonism toward black men. Looking for Leroy
features close readings of contemporary black masculinity and popular culture, highlighting both the
complexity and accessibility of black men and boys through visual and sonic cues within American culture,
media, and public policy. By rendering legible the illegible, Neal maps the range of identifications and
anxieties that have marked the performance and reception of post-Civil Rights era African American
masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Looking for Leroy:
Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennial Pop)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Jon Farris:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities
(Postmillennial Pop) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Gary Sandler:

This Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennial Pop) is great e-book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennial Pop) in your hand like having the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

David Stokes:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities
(Postmillennial Pop) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennial Pop) to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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