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Every year migrants across the globe send more than $500 billion to relatives in their home countries, and
this circulation of money has important personal, cultural, and emotional implications for the immigrants and
their family members alike. Insufficient Funds tells the story of how low-wage Vietnamese immigrants in the
United States and their poor, non-migrant family members give, receive, and spend money.

Drawing on interviews and fieldwork with more than one hundred members of transnational families, Hung
Cam Thai examines how and why immigrants, who largely earn low wages as hairdressers, cleaners, and
other "invisible" workers, send home a substantial portion of their earnings, as well as spend lavishly on
relatives during return trips. Extending beyond mere altruism, this spending is motivated by complex social
obligations and the desire to gain self-worth despite their limited economic opportunities in the United
States. At the same time, such remittances raise expectations for standards of living, producing a cascade
effect that monetizes family relationships. Insufficient Funds powerfully illuminates these and other
contradictions associated with money and its new meanings in an increasingly transnational world.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Temple:

This Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in
Low-Wage Transnational Families without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-
Wage Transnational Families can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Insufficient Funds: The Culture
of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Davis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Insufficient
Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Insufficient Funds: The Culture of
Money in Low-Wage Transnational Familiesis the main one of several books that will everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Hoyt Adkins:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Insufficient Funds: The Culture of
Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Raymond Jackson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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