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A Life Adrift, the memoir of balladeer-political activist Soeda Azembo (1872-1944), chronicles his life as one
of Japan’s first modern mass entertainers and imparts an understanding of how ordinary people experienced
and accommodated the tumult of life in prewar Japan.  Azembo created enka songs sung by tenant farmers in
rural hinterlands and factory hands in Tokyo and Osaka.  Although his work is still largely unknown outside
Japan, his poems and lyrics were so well known at his career’s peak that a single verse served as shorthand
expressing popular attitudes about political corruption, sex scandals, spiralling prices, war, and love of
motherland.  As these categories attest, he embedded in his songs contemporary views on class conflict,
gender relations, and racial attitudes toward international rivals.  Ordinary people valued Azembo’s music
because it was of them and for them. They also appreciated it for being distinctively modern and home-
grown, qualities rare among the cultural innovations that flooded into Japan from the mid-nineteenth century.
A Life Adrift stands out as the only memoir of its kind, one written first-hand by a leader in the world of enka
singing.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Bannister:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo,
Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Marian Jackson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and
Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series), you can enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Gwen Dawes:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and soon. The A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan
(Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Catherine Graziani:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular
Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) can give you a lot of close
friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern
Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series).
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