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In 1764 the first printing press was established in the French Caribbean colonies, launching the official
documentation of operas and plays performed there, and marking the inauguration of the first theatre in the
colonies. A rigorous study of pre–French Revolution performance practices in Guadeloupe, Martinique, and
Saint-Domingue (now Haiti), Powers’s book examines the elaborate system of social casting in these
colonies; the environments in which nonwhite artists emerged; and both negative and positive contributions
of the Catholic Church and the military to operas and concerts produced in the colonies. The author also
explores the level of participation of nonwhites in these productions, as well as theatre architecture, décor,
repertoire, seating arrangements, and types of audiences. The status of nonwhite artists in colonial society;
the range of operas in which they performed; their accomplishments, praise, criticism; and the use of créole
texts and white actors/singers à visage noirs (with blackened faces) present a clear picture of French operatic
culture in these colonies. Approaching the French Revolution, the study concludes with an examination of
the ways in which colonial opera was affected by slave uprisings, the French Revolution, the emergence of
“patriotic theatres,” and their role in fostering support for the king, as well as the impact on subsequent
operas produced in the colonies and in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

The book From Plantation to Paradise?: Cultural Politics and Musical Theatre in French Slave Colonies,
1764-1789 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make examining a book From Plantation to Paradise?: Cultural Politics and Musical
Theatre in French Slave Colonies, 1764-1789 for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
wide open and read a book From Plantation to Paradise?: Cultural Politics and Musical Theatre in French
Slave Colonies, 1764-1789. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sandra Snyder:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this From Plantation to
Paradise?: Cultural Politics and Musical Theatre in French Slave Colonies, 1764-1789 book because this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Susannah Williams:

The publication with title From Plantation to Paradise?: Cultural Politics and Musical Theatre in French
Slave Colonies, 1764-1789 posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Otis Key:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book From Plantation to Paradise?: Cultural
Politics and Musical Theatre in French Slave Colonies, 1764-1789 to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is
to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the guide From
Plantation to Paradise?: Cultural Politics and Musical Theatre in French Slave Colonies, 1764-1789 can to be



your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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