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India is facing a river pollution crisis today. The origins of this crisis are commonly traced back to post-
Independence economic development and urbanisation. This book, in contrast, shows that some important
early roots of India’s river pollution problem, and in particular the pollution of the Ganges, lie with British
colonial policies on wastewater disposal during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Analysing the two cornerstones of colonial river pollution history during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries – the introduction of sewerage systems and the introduction of biological sewage treatment
technologies in cities along the Ganges – the author examines different controversies around the proposed
and actual discharge of untreated/treated sewage into the Ganges, which involved officials on different
administrative levels as well as the Indian public. The analysis shows that the colonial state essentially
ignored the problematic aspects of sewage disposal into rivers, which were clearly evident from European
experience. Guided by colonial ideology and fiscal policy, colonial officials supported the introduction of the
cheapest available sewerage technologies, which were technologies causing extensive pollution. Thus,
policies on sewage disposal into the Ganges and other Indian rivers took on a definite shape around the turn
of the 20th century, and acquired certain enduring features that were to exert great negative influence on the
future development of river pollution in India.

A well-researched study on colonial river pollution history, this book presents an innovative contribution to
South Asian environmental history. It is of interest to scholars working on colonial, South Asian and
environmental history, and the colonial history of public health, science and technology.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Rubino:

Typically the book Environment and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred
Ganges (Routledge Studies in South Asian History) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Environment and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies
along the Sacred Ganges (Routledge Studies in South Asian History) is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Lou Marshall:

The e-book with title Environment and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred
Ganges (Routledge Studies in South Asian History) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Irene Delong:

The book Environment and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred Ganges
(Routledge Studies in South Asian History) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Carrie Francis:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Environment and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred Ganges (Routledge
Studies in South Asian History) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous
to. The Environment and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred Ganges
(Routledge Studies in South Asian History) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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