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At the turn of the 20th century, the California dream was a suburban ideal where life on the farm was
exceptional. Agrarian virtue existed alongside good roads, social clubs, cultural institutions, and business
commerce. The California suburban dream was the ultimate symbol of progress and modernity.

 

California Dreaming: Boosterism, Memory, and Rural Suburbs in the Golden State analyzes the growth,
promotion, and agricultural colonization that fed this dream during the early 1900s. Through this analysis,
Paul J. P. Sandul introduces a newly identified rural-suburban type: the agriburb, a rural suburb deliberately
planned, developed, and promoted for profit. Sandul reconceptualizes California’s growth during this time
period, establishing the agriburb as a suburban phenomenon that occurred long before the booms of the
1920s and 1950s.

 

Sandul’s analysis contributes to a new suburban history that includes diverse constituencies and geographies
and focuses on the production and construction of place and memory. Boosters purposefully “harvested”
suburbs with an eye toward direct profit and metropolitan growth. State boosters boasted of unsurpassable
idyllic communities while local boosters bragged of communities that represented the best of the best, both
using narratives of place, class, race, lifestyle, and profit to avow images of the rural and suburban ideal.

This suburban dream attracted people who desired a family home, nature, health, culture, refinement, and
rural virtue. In the agriburb, a family could live on a small home grove while enjoying the perks of a
progressive city. A home located within the landscape of natural California with access to urban amenities
provided a good place to live and a way to gain revenue through farming.

 

To uncover and dissect the agriburb, Sandul focuses on local histories from California’s Central Valley and
the Inland Empire of Southern California, including Ontario near Los Angeles and Orangevale and Fair Oaks
outside Sacramento. His analysis closely operates between the intersections of history, anthropology,
geography, sociology, and the rural and urban, while examining a metanarrative that exposes much about the
nature and lasting influence of cultural memory and public history upon agriburban communities.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book California Dreaming: Boosterism, Memory, and Rural
Suburbs in the Golden State (Rural Studies). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important a book California Dreaming: Boosterism, Memory, and Rural
Suburbs in the Golden State (Rural Studies). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jose Bell:

The e-book untitled California Dreaming: Boosterism, Memory, and Rural Suburbs in the Golden State
(Rural Studies) is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of California
Dreaming: Boosterism, Memory, and Rural Suburbs in the Golden State (Rural Studies) from the publisher
to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Rosemary Till:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled California Dreaming: Boosterism, Memory, and Rural Suburbs in the
Golden State (Rural Studies) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Russell Stringer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like California Dreaming:
Boosterism, Memory, and Rural Suburbs in the Golden State (Rural Studies) which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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