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In June 1870, the residents of the city of New Orleans were already on edge when two African American
women kidnapped seventeen-month-old Mollie Digby from in front of her New Orleans home. It was the
height of Radical Reconstruction, and the old racial order had been turned upside down: black men now
voted, held office, sat on juries, and served as policemen. Nervous white residents, certain that the end of
slavery and resulting "Africanization" of the city would bring chaos, pointed to the Digby abduction as proof
that no white child was safe. Louisiana's twenty-eight-year old Reconstruction governor, Henry Clay
Warmoth, hoping to use the investigation of the kidnapping to validate his newly integrated police force to
the highly suspicious white population of New Orleans, saw to it that the city's best Afro-Creole detective,
John Baptiste Jourdain, was put on the case, and offered a huge reward for the return of Mollie Digby and
the capture of her kidnappers. When the Associated Press sent the story out on the wire, newspaper readers
around the country began to follow the New Orleans mystery. Eventually, police and prosecutors put two
strikingly beautiful Afro-Creole women on trial for the crime, and interest in the case exploded as a tense
courtroom drama unfolded.

In The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case, Michael Ross offers the first full account of this event that
electrified the South at one of the most critical moments in the history of American race relations. Tracing
the crime from the moment it was committed through the highly publicized investigation and sensationalized
trial that followed, all the while chronicling the public outcry and escalating hysteria as news and rumors
surrounding the crime spread, Ross paints a vivid picture of the Reconstruction-era South and the
complexities and possibilities that faced the newly integrated society. Leading readers into smoke-filled
concert saloons, Garden District drawing rooms, sweltering courthouses, and squalid prisons, Ross brings
this fascinating era back to life.

A stunning work of historical recreation, The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case is sure to captivate
anyone interested in true crime, the Civil War and its aftermath, and the history of New Orleans and the
American South.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

This The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Era are usually
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Great New Orleans
Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Era can be one of several great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that
might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Great New Orleans
Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Era forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

William Martin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the
Reconstruction Era can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short
free time problems.

Victor Dinh:

The book untitled The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction
Era contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.

Corey Watts:

Beside this The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Era in
your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice
in the Reconstruction Era because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do



you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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