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Chosen by Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Paul Muldoon to relaunch the prestigious Princeton Series of
Contemporary Poets under his editorship, The Eternal City revives Princeton’s tradition of publishing some
of today’s best poetry.

With an epigraph from Freud comparing the mind to a landscape in which all that ever was still persists, The
Eternal City offers eloquent testimony to the struggle to make sense of the present through conversation with
the past. Questioning what it means to possess and to be possessed by objects and technologies, Kathleen
Graber’s collection brings together the elevated and the quotidian to make neighbors of Marcus Aurelius,
Klaus Kinski, Walter Benjamin, and Johnny Depp. Like Aeneas, who escapes Troy carrying his father on his
back, the speaker of these intellectually and emotionally ambitious poems juggles the weight of private and
public history as she is transformed from settled resident to pilgrim.
______

From The Eternal City:
WHAT I MEANT TO SAY

Kathleen Graber

In three weeks I will be gone. Already my suitcase stands
overloaded at the door. I’ve packed, unpacked, & repacked it,
making it tell me again & again what it couldn’t hold.
Some days it’s easy to see the signifi cant insignificance
of everything, but today I wept all morning over the swollen,
optimistic heart of my mother’s favorite newscaster,
which suddenly blew itself to stillness. I have tried for weeks
to predict the weather on the other side of the world: I don’t want
to be wet or overheated. I’ve taken out The Complete Shakespeare
to make room for a slicker. And I’ve changed my mind
& put it back. Soon no one will know what I mean when I speak.
Last month, after graduation, a student stopped me just outside
the University gates despite a downpour. He wanted to tell me
that he loved best James Schuyler’s poem for Auden.
So much to remember, he recited in the rain, as the shops
began to close their doors around us. I thought he would live



a long time. He did not. Then, a car loaded with his friends
pulled up honking & he hopped in. There was no chance to linger
& talk. Today I slipped into the bag between two shoes that book
which begins with a father digging--even though my father
was no farmer & planted ever only one myrtle late in his life
& sat in the yard all that summer watching it grow as he died,
a green tank of oxygen suspirating behind him. If the suitcase
were any larger, no one could lift it. I’m going away for a long time,
but it may not be forever. There are tragedies I haven’t read.
Kyle, bundle up. You’re right. It’s hard to say simply what is true.
For Kyle Booten
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From reader reviews:

Luisa Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Eternal City: Poems (Princeton Series of Contemporary
Poets). Try to make the book The Eternal City: Poems (Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets) as your
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Roderick Donnell:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Eternal City:
Poems (Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ronald Adams:

The publication with title The Eternal City: Poems (Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets) posesses a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Randy Jones:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book The Eternal City: Poems (Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets) we can take more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book The Eternal
City: Poems (Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets). You can more appealing than now.
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