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The Italian love affair with sport is passionate, voracious, all-consuming. It provides a backdrop and a
narrative to almost every aspect of daily life in Italy and the distinctively pink-coloured newspaper 'La
Gazzetta dello Sport' is devoured by over three million hungry readers every day.

Narrating the history of modern Italy through its national passion for sport, Sport Italia is a completely new
portrayal of one of Europe’s most fascinating and chaotic countries. Uncovering the role of major and minor
sports in its social, economic and political modernization, Simon Martin connects the politics of each period
with the sporting issues, personalities, heroes and villains that have shaped Italy’s development. Questioning
why sport is so important in Italy, he sheds light on the stereotype of a nation obsessed by football, fights,
fast cars and fast women, while showing its broader contribution to mass popular culture, through film,
tourism, the Ferrari and the Vespa.

Following the highs and lows of the nation’s history, from Liberal Italy’s sporting pioneers, to Mussolini, the
1960 Rome Olympics and the Berlusconi era, Sport Italia’s marathon journey uncovers heroic defeats,
national triumphs, canonised cyclists and sporting Popes, along with the drug dealers, fraudsters, terrorists
and politicians that have tarnished its name.

The one thing capable of uniting Italians, sport is also revealed as one of the nation’s greatest sources of
division: one that has probed and occasionally widened the deep fractures within its identity. Tracing how
sport became a pillar of Italian society and a political football in its own right that has changed the face of
Italy, Sport Italia reveals a novel and previously unexplored element of the history of a society and its state,
which will be an essential read for sports fans, historians and students alike.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

This Sport Italia: The Italian Love Affair with Sport are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Sport Italia: The Italian Love Affair with Sport can be among the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Sport Italia:
The Italian Love Affair with Sport forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Ronnie Miller:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Sport Italia: The Italian Love Affair with Sport, you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Rebecca Walton:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sport Italia: The Italian Love Affair with Sport can be
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Gary Jensen:

This Sport Italia: The Italian Love Affair with Sport is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Sport Italia: The Italian Love Affair with
Sport can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It



should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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