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Secularism is usually thought to contain the project of self-deification, in which humans attack God’s
authority in order to take his place, freed from all constraints. Julie E. Cooper overturns this conception
through an incisive analysis of the early modern justifications for secular politics. While she agrees that
secularism is a means of empowerment, she argues that we have misunderstood the sources of secular
empowerment and the kinds of strength to which it aspires.

Contemporary understandings of secularism, Cooper contends, have been shaped by a limited understanding
of it as a shift from vulnerability to power. But the works of the foundational thinkers of secularism tell a
different story. Analyzing the writings of Hobbes, Spinoza, and Rousseau at the moment of secularity’s
inception, she shows that all three understood that acknowledging one’s limitations was a condition of
successful self-rule. And while all three invited humans to collectively build and sustain a political world,
their invitations did not amount to self-deification. Cooper establishes that secular politics as originally
conceived does not require a choice between power and vulnerability. Rather, it challenges us—today as
then—to reconcile them both as essential components of our humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

The book Secular Powers: Humility in Modern Political Thought gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Secular
Powers: Humility in Modern Political Thought being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything
if you like available and read a publication Secular Powers: Humility in Modern Political Thought. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Clementine Frazier:

The actual book Secular Powers: Humility in Modern Political Thought will bring that you the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Secular Powers: Humility in Modern Political Thought
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Melissa Peterson:

The reserve untitled Secular Powers: Humility in Modern Political Thought is the e-book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did
a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Secular Powers: Humility in Modern Political Thought from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jesus Gates:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Secular Powers: Humility in Modern Political Thought it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.
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