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Freedom of religion did not come easily to Cuba or Puerto Rico. Only after the arrival of American troops
during the Spanish-American War were non-Catholics permitted to practice their religions openly and to
proselytize. When government efforts to ensure freedom of worship began, reformers on both islands
rejoiced, believing that an era of regeneration and modernization was upon them. But as new laws went into
effect, critics voiced their dismay at the rise of popular religions. Reinaldo L. Roman explores the changing
relationship between regulators and practitioners in neocolonial Cuba and Puerto Rico.

Spiritism, Santeria, and other African-derived traditions were typically characterized in sensational fashion
by the popular press as "a plague of superstition." Examining seven episodes between 1898 and the Cuban
Revolution when the public demanded official actions against "misbelief," Roman finds that when outbreaks
of superstition were debated, matters of citizenship were usually at stake. He links the circulation of
spectacular charges of witchcraft and miracle-making to anxieties surrounding newly expanded citizenries
that included people of color. Governing Spirits also contributes to the understanding of vernacular religions
by moving beyond questions of national or traditional origins to illuminate how boundaries among hybrid
practices evolved in a process of historical contingencies.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Baker:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Governing Spirits: Religion,
Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Eric Vegas:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and
Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Beatrice Kennemer:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Governing Spirits: Religion,
Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Governing Spirits: Religion,
Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 become your personal starter.

Martha Lockridge:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and
Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 as good book not
just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense



already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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