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Following the critically acclaimed Zen at War (1997), Brian Victoria explores the intimate relationship
between Japanese institutional Buddhism and militarism during the Second World War.
Victoria reveals for the first time, through examination of the wartime writings of the Japanese military
itself, that the Zen school's view of life and death was deliberately incorporated into the military's
programme of 'spiritual education' in order to develop a fanatical military spirit in both soldiers and
civilians.  Furthermore, that D. T. Suzuki, the most famous exponent of Zen in the West, is shown to have
been a wartime proponent of this Zen-inspired viewpoint which enabled Japanese soldiers to leave for the
battlefield already resigned to death.  Victoria takes us onto the naval battlefield in the company of warrior-
monk and Rinzai Zen Master Nakajima Genjô.  We view the war in China through the eyes of a Buddhist
military chaplain.  The book also examines the relationship to Buddhism of Japan's seven Class-A war
criminals who were hung by the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal in 1948.
A highly controversial study, this book will be of interest, first and foremost, to students of Zen as well as all
those studying the history of this period, not to mention anyone concerned with the perennial question of the
'proper' relationship between religion and the state.
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From reader reviews:

Adelina Foreman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Zen War
Stories (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Zen War Stories (Routledge Critical Studies in
Buddhism)is the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented
of the world in this particular book.

Charles Whittaker:

Often the book Zen War Stories (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Zen War Stories (Routledge Critical Studies in
Buddhism) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Shawn Young:

The reserve untitled Zen War Stories (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Zen War Stories (Routledge Critical Studies
in Buddhism) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Gertrude Ponder:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Zen War Stories (Routledge
Critical Studies in Buddhism) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick Zen War Stories (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism)
become your own personal starter.
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