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This fully-updated second edition remains the only truly detailed exploration of the origins of our Solar
System, written by an authority in the field. Unlike other authors, Michael Woolfson focuses on the
formation of the solar system, engaging the reader in an intelligent yet accessible discussion of the
development of ideas about how the Solar System formed from ancient times to the present.

Within the last five decades new observations and new theoretical advances have transformed the way
scientists think about the problem of finding a plausible theory. Spacecraft and landers have explored the
planets of the Solar System, observations have been made of Solar-System bodies outside the region of the
planets and planets have been detected and observed around many solar-type stars. This new edition brings
in the most recent discoveries, including the establishment of dwarf planets and challenges to the ‘standard
model’ of planet formation — the Solar Nebula Theory.

While presenting the most up-to-date material and the underlying science of the theories described, the book
avoids technical jargon and terminology. It thus remains a digestible read for the non-expert interested
reader, whilst being detailed and comprehensive enough to be used as an undergraduate physics and
astronomy textbook, where the formation of the solar system is a key part of the course.

Michael Woolfson is Emeritus Professor of Theoretical Physics at University of York and is an award-
winning crystallographer and astronomer.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Brown:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for people. The book The Formation of the Solar System :
Theories Old and New ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Formation of the Solar System :
Theories Old and New is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
with all the book The Formation of the Solar System : Theories Old and New. You never sense lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Deborah Brantley:

Here thing why this specific The Formation of the Solar System : Theories Old and New are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. The Formation of the Solar System : Theories Old and New giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar
with The Formation of the Solar System : Theories Old and New. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Formation of the Solar
System : Theories Old and New in e-book can be your option.

Lauren Barnett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Formation of the Solar System : Theories Old and New why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Patricia Glover:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your



book? Or just looking for the The Formation of the Solar System : Theories Old and New when you essential
it?
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