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• Thousands of Africans head to China each year to buy cell phones, auto parts, and other products
that they will import to their home countries through a clandestine global back channel.
 
• Hundreds of Paraguayan merchants smuggle computers, electronics, and clothing across the border
to Brazil.
 
• Scores of laid-off San Franciscans, working without any licenses, use Twitter to sell home-cooked
foods.
 
• Dozens of major multinationals sell products through unregistered kiosks and street vendors around
the world.
 
When we think of the informal economy, we tend to think of crime: prostitution, gun running, drug
trafficking. Stealth of Nations opens up this underground realm, showing how the worldwide informal
economy deals mostly in legal products and is, in fact, a ten-trillion-dollar industry, making it the second-
largest economy in the world, after that of the United States.
 
Having penetrated this closed world and persuaded its inhabitants to open up to him, Robert Neuwirth makes
clear that this informal method of transaction dates back as far as humans have existed and traded, that it
provides essential services and crucial employment that fill the gaps in formal systems, and that this
unregulated market works smoothly and effectively, with its own codes and unwritten rules.
 
Combining a vivid travelogue with a firm grasp on global economic strategy—along with a healthy dose of
irreverence and skepticism toward conventional perceptions—Neuwirth gives us an eye-opening account of
a world that is always operating around us, hidden in plain sight.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Esters:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy, you can tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Ana Jimenez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise
of the Informal Economy reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Stealth
of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy as good book not simply by the cover but also from
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Henry Brown:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy can be your answer because
it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Henry Slaughter:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the
Informal Economy which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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