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The generalship of Robert E. Lee, the Confederacy's greatest commander, has long fascinated students of the
American Civil War. In assessing Lee and his military career, historians have faced the great challenge of
explaining how a man who achieved extraordinary battlefield success in 1862–1863 ended up surrendering
his army and accepting the defeat of his cause in 1865. How, in just under two years, could Lee, the Army of
Northern Virginia, and the Confederacy have gone from soaring triumph at Chancellorsville to total defeat at
Appomattox Court House?

In this reexamination of the last two years of Lee's storied military career, Ethan S. Rafuse offers a clear,
informative, and insightful account of Lee's ultimately unsuccessful struggle to defend the Confederacy
against a relentless and determined foe. Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy describes the great
campaigns that shaped the course of this crucial period in American history, the challenges Lee faced in each
battle, and the dramatic events that determined the war's outcome.

In addition to providing readable and richly detailed narratives of such campaigns as Gettysburg, Bristoe
Station, Spotsylvania, and Appomattox, Rafuse offers compelling analysis of Lee's performance as a
commander and of the strategic and operational contexts that influenced the course of the war. He superbly
describes and explains the factors that shaped Union and Confederate strategy, how both sides approached
the war in Virginia from an operational standpoint, differences in the two sides' respective military
capabilities, and how these forces shaped the course and outcome of events on the battlefield.

Rich in insights and analysis, this book provides a full, balanced, and cogent account of how even the best
efforts of one of history's great commanders could not prevent the total defeat of his army and its cause. It
will appeal to anyone with an interest in the career of Robert E. Lee and the military history of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

The book untitled Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series:
Books on the Civil War Era) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on
the Civil War Era) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jose Murry:

The guide with title Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series:
Books on the Civil War Era) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Joshua Castillo:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis
Series: Books on the Civil War Era) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Joan Morris:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis
Series: Books on the Civil War Era) we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy,
1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era). You can more pleasing than now.
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