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In his fourteen years as president of MIT, Charles Vest worked continuously to realize his vision of
rebuilding America's trust in science and technology. In a time when the federal government dramatically
reduced its funding of academic research programs and industry shifted its R&D resources into the short-
term product-development process, Vest called for new partnerships with business and government. He
called for universities to meet the intellectual challenges posed by the innovation-driven, globally connected
needs of industry even as he reaffirmed basic academic values and the continuing need for longer-term
scientific inquiry.In Pursuing the Endless Frontier, Vest addresses these and other issues in a series of essays
written during his tenure as president of MIT. He discusses the research university's need to shift to a
broader, more international outlook, the value of diversity in the academic community, the greater leadership
role for faculty outside the classroom, and the boundless opportunity of new scientific and technological
developments even when coupled with financial constraints. In the provocative essay "What We Don't
Know," Vest reminds us of what he calls "the most critical point of all," that science is driven by a deep
human need to understand nature, to answer the "big questions" -- that what we don't know is more important
than what we do. In another essay, on the future of MIT, he celebrates MIT's strengths as being
extraordinarily well-suited to the needs of an era of unprecedented change in science and technology. In
"Disturbing the Educational Universe: Universities in the Digital Age -- Dinosaurs or Prometheans," he
describes MIT's innovative OpenCourseWare initiative, which builds on the fundamental nature of the
Internet as an enabling and liberating technology.Vest, who is stepping down from MIT's presidency in the
fall of 2004, writes with clarity and insight about the issues facing academic institutions in the twenty-first
century. His essays in Pursuing the Endless Frontier offer inspiration to educators and researchers seeking
the way forward.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Blade:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role
of Research Universities (MIT Press) as the daily resource information.

Angel Sherrill:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the
Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Robert Price:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of
Research Universities (MIT Press) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Eduardo Fernandez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Pursuing the Endless
Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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