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The music industry’s ongoing battle against digital piracy is just the latest skirmish in a long conflict over
who has the right to distribute music. Starting with music publishers’ efforts to stamp out bootleg
compilations of lyric sheets in 1929, Barry Kernfeld’s Pop Song Piracy details nearly a century of
disobedient music distribution from song sheets to MP3s.

 

In the 1940s and ’50s, Kernfeld reveals, song sheets were succeeded by fake books, unofficial volumes of
melodies and lyrics for popular songs that were a key tool for musicians. Music publishers attempted to wipe
out fake books, but after their efforts proved unsuccessful they published their own. Pop Song Piracy shows
that this pattern of disobedience, prohibition, and assimilation recurred in each conflict over unauthorized
music distribution, from European pirate radio stations to bootlegged live shows. Beneath this pattern,
Kernfeld argues, there exists a complex give and take between distribution methods that merely copy
existing songs (such as counterfeit CDs) and ones that transform songs into new products (such as file
sharing). Ultimately, he contends, it was the music industry’s persistent lagging behind in creating innovative
products that led to the very piracy it sought to eliminate.
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music Distribution since
1929. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music Distribution since 1929. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Steven Purdy:

This Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music Distribution since 1929 is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music Distribution since 1929 in your
hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Ruby Harris:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music
Distribution since 1929 can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Judith Craig:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient
Music Distribution since 1929 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book
and go through it. Beside that the book Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music Distribution since 1929 can to
be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of



that time.
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