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Sigmund Freud infamously referred to women's sexuality as a “dark continent” for psychoanalysis, drawing
on colonial explorer Henry Morton Stanley’s use of the same phrase to refer to Africa. While the problematic
universalism of psychoanalysis led theorists to reject its relevance for postcolonial critique, Ranjana Khanna
boldly shows how
bringing psychoanalysis, colonialism, and women together can become the starting point of a postcolonial
feminist theory. Psychoanalysis brings to light, Khanna argues, how nation-statehood for the former colonies
of Europe institutes the violence of European imperialist history. Far from rejecting psychoanalysis, Dark
Continents reveals its importance as a reading practice that makes visible the psychical strife of colonial and
postcolonial modernity. Assessing the merits of various models of nationalism, psychoanalysis, and
colonialism, it refashions colonial melancholy as a transnational feminist ethics.

Khanna traces the colonial backgrounds of psychoanalysis from its beginnings in the late nineteenth century
up to the present. Illuminating Freud’s debt to the languages of archaeology and anthropology throughout his
career, Khanna describes how Freud altered his theories of the ego as his own political status shifted from
Habsburg loyalist to Nazi victim. Dark Continents explores how psychoanalytic theory was taken up in
Europe and its colonies in the period of decolonization following World War II, focusing on its use by a
range of writers including Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, Octave Mannoni, Aimé and Suzanne
Césaire, René Ménil, Frantz Fanon, Albert Memmi, Wulf Sachs, and Ellen Hellman. Given the multiple
gendered and colonial contexts of many of these writings, Khanna argues for the necessity of a postcolonial,
feminist critique of
decolonization and postcoloniality.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Torres:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Dark
Continents: Psychoanalysis and Colonialism (Post-Contemporary Interventions)? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Gena Colgan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Dark Continents: Psychoanalysis and Colonialism (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Crystal Dewitt:

The book untitled Dark Continents: Psychoanalysis and Colonialism (Post-Contemporary Interventions)
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice read.

Sandra Davis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Dark Continents: Psychoanalysis and Colonialism (Post-Contemporary Interventions) when
you desired it?
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