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When facing a moral dilemma, Isabel Dalhousie--Edinburgh philosopher, amateur detective, and title
character of a series of novels by best-selling author Alexander McCall Smith--often refers to the great
twentieth-century poet W. H. Auden. This is no accident: McCall Smith has long been fascinated by Auden.
Indeed, the novelist, best known for his No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency series, calls the poet not only the
greatest literary discovery of his life but also the best of guides on how to live. In this book, McCall Smith
has written a charming personal account about what Auden has done for him--and what he just might do for
you.

Part self-portrait, part literary appreciation, the book tells how McCall Smith first came across the poet's
work in the 1970s, while teaching law in Belfast, a violently divided city where Auden's "September 1,
1939," a poem about the outbreak of World War II, strongly resonated. McCall Smith goes on to reveal how
his life has related to and been inspired by other Auden poems ever since. For example, he describes how he
has found an invaluable reflection on life's transience in "As I Walked Out One Evening," while "The More
Loving One" has provided an instructive meditation on unrequited love. McCall Smith shows how Auden
can speak to us throughout life, suggesting how, despite difficulties and change, we can celebrate
understanding, acceptance, and love for others.

An enchanting story about how art can help us live, this book will appeal to McCall Smith's fans and anyone
curious about Auden.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This What W. H. Auden Can Do for You (Writers on Writers) book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with What W. H. Auden Can Do for You (Writers on Writers) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking What W. H. Auden Can Do for You (Writers
on Writers) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Heidi Montgomery:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled What
W. H. Auden Can Do for You (Writers on Writers) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get ahead of. The What W. H. Auden Can Do for You (Writers on Writers) giving
you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better
life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Louise Guest:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for you is What W. H. Auden Can Do for You (Writers on Writers) this guide consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Paul Jackson:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This What W. H. Auden Can Do for
You (Writers on Writers) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books



have than the others?
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