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How Shinran, a seminal figure in Pure Land Buddhism, was guided by a vision of Sh?toku, the imperial
prince who was both a political and religious figure..

The Prince and the Monk addresses the historical development of the political and religious myths
surrounding Sh?toku Taishi and their influence on Shinran, the founder of the J?do-Shinsh? school of Pure
Land Buddhism. Sh?toku Taishi (574–622) was a prince who led the campaign to unify Japan, wrote the
imperial constitution, and promoted Buddhism as a religion of peace and prosperity. Shinran’s Buddhism
developed centuries later during the Kamakura period, which began in the late twelfth century. Kenneth Doo
Young Lee discusses Shinran’s liturgical text, his dream of Sh?toku’s manifestation as Kannon (the world-
saving Bodhisattva of Compassion), and other relevant events during his life. In addition, this book shows
that Shinran’s Buddhism was consistent with honji suijaku culture—the synthesis of the Shinto and Buddhist
pantheons—prevalent during the Kamakura period.

“This extremely well-nourished work of scholarship (drawing on eighty-five primary texts in Japanese and
one hundred and sixty-eight secondary ones) offers a flood of information on Prince Sh?toku and the vast
growth of his legend and cult in medieval Japan.” — Japanese Journal of Religious Studies

“The book reflects wide research, supplies a great deal of information in English, and is quite engaging.” —
Japanese Religions

“Lee’s attempt to bring together social, political, personal, and religious considerations to produce a ‘thick
description’ of Shinran is valuable, innovative, and in line with current scholarship in Buddhist studies,
which insists Buddhism, or rather the many Buddhisms, must be seen in historical context, what Biblical
scholars would call the Sitz im Leben.” — Roger Corless, author of The Vision of Buddhism: The Space
under the Tree

Kenneth Doo Young Lee is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at California State University at
Northridge.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

Here thing why this particular The Prince and the Monk: Shotoku Worship in Shinran's Buddhism are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Prince and the Monk: Shotoku Worship in
Shinran's Buddhism giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no e-book that similar with The Prince and the Monk: Shotoku Worship in Shinran's Buddhism.
It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
The Prince and the Monk: Shotoku Worship in Shinran's Buddhism in e-book can be your substitute.

Richard Valadez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Prince and the
Monk: Shotoku Worship in Shinran's Buddhism is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Lily Spivey:

The guide untitled The Prince and the Monk: Shotoku Worship in Shinran's Buddhism is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Prince and the Monk: Shotoku
Worship in Shinran's Buddhism from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Stephanie Landa:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book The Prince and the Monk: Shotoku Worship in Shinran's Buddhism. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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