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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: A, Syracuse University (USA) (USA: Syracuse University), 6 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: This paper analyzes the question of how and why grammatical gender got lost in English.
In order to do so, it reviews the recent literature on gender shifts in Old English and Middle English. The
paper identifies several theoretical explanations based on both diachronic studies of English and general
theoretical studies of gender. More concretely, the paper discusses the work of Greville Corbett (1991) on
gender, Anne Curzan’s (2003) analysis on gender shifts in the history of English, and Charles Jones’s (1988)
assumption of a possible paradigm shift in Old English. At the same time, older studies are given as an
example for why certain premises did not work in the past.
The paper first coments the relationship of English within the language families, provides a linguistic
definition of grammatical gender, and describes major properties of the Modern English gender systems as
well as those of the Old English gender system. It looks at the morphological and syntactic changes that
triggered a shift in the English gender system. It is argued that not only external changes but also an
underlying paradigm shift induced the demise of grammatical gender in Old English. In addition, the role of
the personal pronouns is analyzed. According to Curzan (2003) and Corbett (1991) the role of the personal
pronouns may prove to be the key in explaining the shift in the gender system.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

The ability that you get from The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english is a more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that The loss of grammatical gender in the
history of english instantly.

Na Urquhart:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get before. The The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life within this
era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Theresa Nash:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The loss of grammatical gender in the history of
english can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Johnny Abel:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english can give you
a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The loss of grammatical gender in
the history of english.
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