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The Language of Murder Cases describes fifteen court cases for which Roger W. Shuy served as an expert
language witness. Investigations and trials in murder cases are guided by the important legal terms
describing the mental states of defendants: intentionality, predisposition, and voluntariness. Unfortunately,
statutes and dictionaries can provide only loose definitions, largely because mental states are virtually
impossible to define. The meaning of these terms, therefore, must be adduced either by inferences and
assumptions, or by any available language evidence-often the best window into a speaker's mind.
Fortunately, this window of evidence exists primarily in electronically recorded undercover conversations,
police interviews, and legal hearings and trials, all of which are subject to linguistic analysis before and
during trial.

In this book, Shuy explains how vague legal terminology can be clarified by analysis of the language used by
suspects, defendants, law enforcement officers, and attorneys. He examines speech events, schemas,
agendas, speech acts, conversational strategies, as well as smaller language units such as syntax, lexicon, and
phonology, and discusses how these can play a major role in deciding murder cases. In his analysis, Shuy
draws on his personal experience testifying at fifteen fascinating murder trials, focusing on the role that
language played in each. He concludes with a summary of how his analyses were regarded by the juries as
they struggled with the equally vague concept of reasonable doubt.
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From reader reviews:

James Dickens:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Language of Murder Cases: Intentionality,
Predisposition, and Voluntariness to read.

Jennifer Joseph:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Language of Murder Cases: Intentionality,
Predisposition, and Voluntariness as the daily resource information.

John Wiser:

The e-book with title The Language of Murder Cases: Intentionality, Predisposition, and Voluntariness has
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Edward Sullivan:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Language of Murder Cases:
Intentionality, Predisposition, and Voluntariness that give your fun preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Language of Murder Cases:
Intentionality, Predisposition, and Voluntariness become your own personal starter.
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