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Shylock, the Jewish moneylender in The Merchant of Venice who famously demands a pound of flesh as
security for a loan to his antisemitic tormentors, is one of Shakespeare’s most complex and idiosyncratic
characters. With his unsettling eloquence and his varying voices of protest, play, rage, and refusal, Shylock
remains a source of perennial fascination. What explains the strange and enduring force of this character, so
unlike that of any other in Shakespeare’s plays? Kenneth Gross posits that the figure of Shylock is so
powerful because he is the voice of Shakespeare himself.

Marvelously speculative and articulate, Gross’s book argues that Shylock is a breakthrough for Shakespeare
the playwright, an early realization of the Bard’s power to create dramatic voices that speak for hidden,
unconscious, even inhuman impulses—characters larger than the plays that contain them and ready to escape
the author’s control. Shylock is also a mask for Shakespeare’s own need, rage, vulnerability, and generosity,
giving form to Shakespeare’s ambition as an author and his uncertain bond with the audience. Gross’s vision
of Shylock as Shakespeare’s covert double leads to a probing analysis of the character’s peculiar isolation,
ambivalence, opacity, and dark humor. Addressing the broader resonance of Shylock, both historical and
artistic, Gross examines the character’s hold on later readers and writers, including Heinrich Heine and
Philip Roth, suggesting that Shylock mirrors the ambiguous states of Jewishness in modernity. 

A bravura critical performance, Shylock Is Shakespeare will fascinate readers with its range of reference, its
union of rigor and play, and  its conjectural—even fictive—means of coming to terms with the question of
Shylock, ultimately taking readers to the very heart of Shakespeare’s humanizing genius.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Parks:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Shylock Is Shakespeare book is readable by simply you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Shylock Is
Shakespeare content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Shylock Is Shakespeare
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Gerald Chisholm:

Shylock Is Shakespeare can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Shylock Is Shakespeare however doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Wendy Cort:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Shylock Is Shakespeare. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jessica Duncan:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Shylock Is Shakespeare can make you sense more interested to read.
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