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The term “revival” has been used to describe the resurgent vitality of Buddhism in Taiwan. Particularly
impressive is the quality and size of the nun’s order: Taiwanese nuns today are highly educated and greatly
outnumber monks. Both characteristics are unprecedented in the history of Chinese Buddhism and are
evident in the Incense Light community (Xiangguang). Passing the Light is the first in-depth case study of
the community, which was founded in 1974 and remains a small but influential order of highly educated
nuns who dedicate themselves to teaching Buddhism to lay adults.

The work begins with a historical survey of Buddhist nuns in China, based primarily on the sixth-century
biographical collection Lives of the Nuns and stories of nuns in subsequent centuries. This is followed by
discussions on the early history of the Incense Light community; the life of Wuyin, one of its most prominent
leaders; and the crucial role played by Buddhist studies societies on college campuses, where many nuns
were first introduced to Incense Light. Later chapters look at the curriculum and innovative teaching
methods at the Incense Light seminary and the nuns’ efforts to teach Buddhism to adults. The work ends
with portraits of individual nuns, providing details on their backgrounds, motivations for becoming nuns, and
the problems or setbacks they have encountered both within and without the Incense Light community.

This engaging study enriches the literature on the history of Buddhist nuns, seminaries, and education, and
will find an appreciative audience among scholars and students of Chinese religion, especially Buddhism, as
well as those interested in questions of religion and modernity and women and religion.

12 illus.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Farrell:

The e-book untitled Passing the Light: The Incense Light Community and Buddhist Nuns in Contemporary
Taiwan (Topics in Contemporary Buddhism) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Passing the Light: The Incense Light Community and Buddhist Nuns in Contemporary Taiwan (Topics in
Contemporary Buddhism) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Robert Schneck:

Beside this particular Passing the Light: The Incense Light Community and Buddhist Nuns in Contemporary
Taiwan (Topics in Contemporary Buddhism) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Passing the
Light: The Incense Light Community and Buddhist Nuns in Contemporary Taiwan (Topics in Contemporary
Buddhism) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book
but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!

Beverly Hummell:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is called of book Passing the Light: The Incense Light Community and Buddhist Nuns in Contemporary
Taiwan (Topics in Contemporary Buddhism). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Jack Nguyen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Passing the
Light: The Incense Light Community and Buddhist Nuns in Contemporary Taiwan (Topics in Contemporary



Buddhism).
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