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What is the source of Obama’s power? How is it that, after suffering a humiliating defeat in the 2010 mid-
term elections, Obama was able to turn the situation around, deftly outmaneuvering his opponent and
achieving a decisive victory in the November 2012 presidential election?

In this short and brilliant book, Jeffrey Alexander and Bernadette Jaworsky argue that neither money nor
demography can explain this dramatic turnaround. What made it possible, they show, was cultural
reconstruction. Realizing he had failed to provide a compelling narrative of his power, the President began
forging a new salvation story. It portrayed the Republican austerity budget as a sop to the wealthy, and
Obama as a courageous hero fighting for plain folks against the rich. The reinvigorated cultural performance
pushed the Tea Party off the political stage in 2011, and Mitt Romney became fodder for the script in 2012.
Democrats painted their Republican opponent as a backward-looking elitist, a “Bain-capitalist” whose
election would threaten the civil solidarity upon which democracy depends.

Real world events can spoil even the most effective script. Obama faced monthly unemployment numbers,
the daunting Bin Laden raid, three live debates, and Hurricane Sandy. The clumsiness of his opponent and
his own good fortune helped the President, but it was the poise and felicity of his improvisations that allowed
him to succeed a second time. Converting events into plot points, the President demonstrated the flair for the
dramatic that has made him one of the most effective politicians of modern times.

While persuasively explaining Obama’s success, this book also demonstrates a fundamental but rarely
appreciated truth about political power in modern democratic societies namely, that winning power and
holding on to it have as much to do with the ability to use symbols effectively and tell good stories as
anything else.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Obama Power will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Brady Witt:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Obama Power your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication
then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Obama
Power giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Charles Green:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Obama Power guide written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still skepticism Obama Power as good book not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Joseph Navarro:

This Obama Power is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately
using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Obama Power in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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