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Immortal Wishes is a powerful ethnographic rendering of religious experiences of landscape, healing, and
self-fashioning on a northern Japanese sacred mountain. Working at the intersection of anthropology,
religion, and Japan studies, Ellen Schattschneider focuses on Akakura Mountain Shrine, a popular Shinto
institution founded by a rural woman in the 1920s. For decades, local spirit mediums and worshipers,
predominantly women, have undertaken extended periods of shugyo (ascetic discipline) within the shrine and
on the mountain's slopes. Schattschneider argues that their elaborate, transforming repertoire of ritual
practice and ascetic discipline has been generated by complex social and historical tensions largely emerging
out of the uneasy status of the surrounding area within the modern nation's industrial and postindustrial
economies.

Schattschneider shows how, through dedicated work at the shrine including demanding ascents up the sacred
mountain, the worshipers come to associate the rugged mountain landscape with their personal biographies,
the life histories of certain exemplary predecessors and ancestors, and the collective biography of the
extended congregation. She contends that this body of ritual practice presents worshipers with fields of
imaginative possibilities through which they may dramatize or reflect upon the nature of their relations with
loved ones, ancestors, and divinities. In some cases, worshipers significantly redress traumas in their own
lives or in those of their families. In other instances, these ritualized processes lead to deepening crises of the
self, the accelerated fragmentation of local households, and apprehension of possession by demons or
ancestral forces. Immortal Wishes reveals how these varied practices and outcomes have over time been
incorporated into the changing organization of ritual, space, and time on the mountainscape.

For more information about this book and to read an excerpt, please click here.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

The e-book untitled Immortal Wishes: Labor and Transcendence on a Japanese Sacred Mountain is the book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Immortal Wishes: Labor and
Transcendence on a Japanese Sacred Mountain from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Steven Peterson:

The book untitled Immortal Wishes: Labor and Transcendence on a Japanese Sacred Mountain contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Alberta Jones:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for you is Immortal Wishes: Labor and Transcendence on a Japanese Sacred Mountain
this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Cheryl Lopez:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is Immortal Wishes: Labor and Transcendence on a Japanese Sacred Mountain.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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