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The idea for Dropped Threads: What We Aren't Told came up between Carol Shields and longtime friend
Marjorie Anderson over lunch. It appeared that after decades of feminism, the “women's network” still
wasn't able to prevent women being caught off-guard by life. There remained subjects women just didn't talk
about, or felt they couldn't talk about. Holes existed in the fabric of women's discourse, and they needed
examining.

They asked thirty-four women to write about moments in life that had taken them by surprise or experiences
that received too little discussion, and then they compiled these pieces into a book. It became an instant
number one bestseller, a book clubs' favourite and a runaway success. Dropped Threads, says Anderson,
"tapped into a powerful need to share personal stories about life's defining moments of surprise and silence."
Readers recognized themselves in these honest and intimate stories; there was something universal in these
deeply personal accounts. Other stories and suggestions poured in. Dropped Threads would clearly be an
ongoing project.

Like the first volume, Dropped Threads 2 features stories by well-known novelists and journalists such as
Jane Urquhart, Susan Swan and Shelagh Rogers, but also many excellent new writers including teachers,
mothers, a civil servant, a therapist. This triumphant follow-up received a starred first review in Quill and
Quire magazine, which called it “compassionate and unflinching.” The book deals with such difficult topics
as loss, depression, disease, widowhood, violence, and coming to terms with death. Several stories address
some of the darker sides of motherhood:

- A mother describes how, while sleep-deprived and in a miserable marriage, she is shocked to find
infanticide crossing her mind.
- Another woman recounts a memory of her alcoholic mother demanding the children prove their loyalty in a
terrifying way.
- A woman desperate for children refers to the bleak truth as: "Another Christmas of feeling barren."
Narrating the fertility treatment she undergoes, the hopes dashed, she is amusing in retrospect and yet
brutally honest.

While they deal with loss and trauma, the pieces show the path to some kind of acceptance, showing the
authors’ determination to learn from pain and pass on the wisdom gained. The volume also covers the
rewards of learning to be a parent, choosing to remain single, or fitting in as a lesbian parent. It explores how
women feel when something is missing in a friendship, how they experience discrimination, relationship
challenges, and other emotions less easily defined but just as close to the bone:

- Alison Wearing in “My Life as a Shadow” subtly describes allowing her personality to be subsumed by her
boyfriend's.
- Pamela Mala Sinha tells how, after suffering a brutal attack, she felt self-hatred and a longing for
retribution.
- Dana McNairn talks of her uncomfortable marriage to a man from a different social background: "I wanted
to fit in with this strange, wondrous family who never raised their voices, never swore and never threw
things at one another."



Humour, a confiding tone, and beautiful writing elevate and enliven even the darkest stories. Details bring
scenes vividly to life, so we feel we are in the room with Barbara Defago when the doctor tells her she has
breast cancer, coolly dividing her life into a 'before and after.' Lucid, reflective and poignant, Dropped
Threads 2 is for anyone interested in women's true stories.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

Exactly why? Because this Dropped Threads 2: More of What We Aren't Told is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Charles Greiner:

This Dropped Threads 2: More of What We Aren't Told is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Dropped Threads 2: More of What We Aren't Told in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but
this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Steven Anderson:

The book untitled Dropped Threads 2: More of What We Aren't Told contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
examine.

Doris Snell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Dropped Threads 2: More of What We Aren't
Told was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Dropped Threads 2: More
of What We Aren't Told has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading which.
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