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In this original study, Geoffrey Sanborn presents a fresh interpretation of the villanous Magua in James
Fenimore Cooper's The Last of the Mohicans (1826) and of the dignified harpooner Queequeg in Herman
Melville's Moby-Dick (1851). Through careful historical research, Sanborn has determined that both authors
relied heavily on contemporary accounts of the indigenous natives of New Zealand, the Maori, to develop
their iconic characters. Cooper drew heavily on the account of Te Aara in John Liddiard Nicholas's Narrative
of a Voyage to New Zealand (1817) while Melville studied the personal history of Te Pehi Kupe in George
Lillie Craik's The New Zealanders (1830) to flesh out his characterization of Queequeg. A close reading of
the historical evidence and the source material supports this compelling line of argumentation.
At the same time, this isn't a simple source study nor an act of explanatory historical recovery. The
conception of the Maori is sophisticated and paradoxical, a portrait of violent but nonetheless idealized
masculinity in which dignity depends on the existence of fiercely defiant pride. This lens allows Sanborn to
present a radically different view of these fictional characters as well as underscoring the imaginative
projection that went into reporting on the Maori themselves. Magua is no longer a stereotypical "bad Indian"
or "ignoble savage," but rather a non-white "gentleman," an argument that supports Sanborn's contention that
throughout his career Cooper prioritizes status equivalence over racial difference. Queequeg is similarly re-
imagined, a move that allows Sanborn to explicate scenes in Moby-Dick that are often dodged by other
critics because they do not fit with the standard interpretations of the character. The study as a whole
provides a vivid example of the fascinating interplay between fiction and non-fiction in the nineteenth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Whipscars
and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori.

James Pierce:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the
Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Whipscars
and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans,
Moby-Dick, and the Maori can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori.

Bruce Jackson:

You will get this Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose



proper ways for you.
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