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Far from abolishing the freedom of local cults and undermining existing town plans, the Umayyads
acknowledged the aesthetic language already in place on their arrival in Jordan (661), and re-invented its
forms with an astonishing freedom of expression. Brief as their hegemony was (less than 90 years) the role
of the Umayyad caliphs remains crucial in the history of Islam. By establishing the first crossroads between
the two blocs of the Muslim world (Iran–Mesopotamia and the Mediterranean), they brought the richness of
the two civilisations to a re-united Middle East. The Umayyads were passionate architects and most of the art
forms in which they have excelled (mosaic, stucco, frescoes and figurative sculpture) are, therefore, linked to
architecture. Although they borrowed a number of motifs from the inexhaustible Antique repertoire, the
architecture, as much as the decorative arts, clearly prefigure the artistic expressions of a later Islam. Jordan,
small though it is, is a huge open-air museum, and it is to the Umayyads that one owes the apparition of the
minaret, mihrab and maqsura; the full development of geometrical motifs
and epigraphic borders. The pivotal role of the Umayyads in world culture is witnessed in the civic
architecture of the period, which generated a multitude of splendidly decorated palaces such as, for
example, the largest Umayyad Palace of Jordan, ‘Qasr al-Mouchatta’ or Qousayr Amra, where the
famous frescoes of the Six Kings exhibit clearly their Hellenistic influence. Masterpieces such as
caravanserais, country residences, hammams and great works of art, equally attest to Umayyad
supremacy in the innovative use of existing styles. Museum With No Frontiers eloquently succeeds
in bringing to light the cardinal synthesis which has presided over the birth of this unique artistic
language.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Garrison:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean).

Laveta Blodgett:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Umayyads: The
Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Hattie Leclair:

The reserve untitled The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic
Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Shirley Wales:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the
Mediterranean) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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