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At a time of unprecedented national power, why do so many Americans believe that our nationhood is fragile
and precarious? Why the talk--among politicians, academics, and jurists--of "coups d'etat," of culture wars,
of confederation, of constitutional breakdown? In this wide-ranging book, Robert Nagel proposes a
surprising znswer: that anxiety about national unity is caused by centralization itself. Moreover, he proposes
that this anxiety has dangerous cultural consequences that are, in an implosive cycle, pushing the country
toward ever greater centralization.
Carefully examining recent landmark Supreme Court cases that protect states' rights, Nagel argues that the
federal judiciary is not leading and is not likely to lead a revival of the complex system called federalism. A
robust version of federalism requires appreciation for political conflict and respect for disagreement about
constitutional meaning, both values that are deeply antithetical to the Court's function. That so many believe
this most centralized of our Nation's institutions is protecting, even overprotecting, state power is itself a sign
of the depletion of those understandings necessary to sustain the federal system.
Instead of a support for federalism, Nagel finds a commitment to radical nationalism throughout the
constitutional law establishment. He traces this commitment to traditionally American traits like
perfectionism, optimism, individualism, and legalism. Under modern conditions of centralization, these
attractive traits are leading to unattractive social consequences, including tolerance, fearfulness, utopianism,
and deceptiveness. They are degrading our political discourse. All this encourages further centralization and
further cultural deterioration.
This book puts the major federalism decisions within the framework of the Court's overall record, including
its record on individual rights in areas like abortion, homosexuality, and school desegregation. And, giving
special attention to public debate over privacy and impeachment, it places modern constitutional law in the
context of political discourse more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

The book The Implosion of American Federalism make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Implosion of American Federalism to get
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book
The Implosion of American Federalism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Darren Billups:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Implosion of American Federalism book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Luis Ray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Implosion of American Federalism
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Implosion of American
Federalism as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Rod Doughty:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Implosion of American Federalism was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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