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Sin, often defined as a violation of divine will, remains a crucial idea in contemporary moral and religious
discourse. However, the apparent familiarity of the concept obscures its origins within the history of Western
religious thought. Joseph Lam examines a watershed moment in the development of sin as an idea-namely,
within the language and culture of ancient Israel-by examining the primary metaphors used for sin in the
Hebrew Bible. Drawing from contemporary theoretical insights coming out of linguistics and philosophy of
language, this book identifies four patterns of metaphor that pervade the biblical texts: sin as burden, sin as
an account, sin as path or direction, and sin as stain or impurity. In exploring the permutations of these
metaphors and their development within the biblical corpus, Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew Bible offers a
compelling account of how a religious and theological concept emerges out of the everyday thought-world of
ancient Israel, while breaking new ground in its approach to metaphor in ancient texts. Far from being a
timeless, stable concept, sin becomes intelligible only when situated in the matrix of ancient Israelite culture.
In other words, sin is not as simple as it might seem.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Patterns of Sin in the
Hebrew Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and the Making of a Religious Concept suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew
Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and the Making of a Religious Conceptis the main of several books which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Willie Davis:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and the Making of a Religious Concept.

Joseph Fulkerson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Patterns of Sin in the Hebrew Bible: Metaphor, Culture, and the
Making of a Religious Concept why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Melissa Cox:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Patterns of
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