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Roughly 260 million workers in China have participated in a mass migration of peasants moving into the
cities, and construction workers account for almost half of them. In Building China, Sarah Swider draws on
her research in Beijing, Guangzhou, and Shanghai between 2004 and 2012, including living in an enclave,
working on construction jobsites, and interviews with eighty-three migrants, managers, and labor
contractors. This ethnography focuses on the lives, work, family, and social relations of construction
workers. It adds to our understanding of China's new working class, the deepening rural-urban divide, and
the growing number of undocumented migrants working outside the protection of labor laws and regulation.
Swider shows how these migrants—members of the global "precariat," an emergent social force based on
vulnerability, insecurity, and uncertainty—are changing China's class structure and what this means for the
prospects for an independent labor movement.

The workers who build and serve Chinese cities, along with those who produce goods for the world to
consume, are mostly migrant workers. They, or their parents, grew up in the countryside; they are farmers
who left the fields and migrated to the cities to find work. Informal workers—who represent a large segment
of the emerging workforce—do not fit the traditional model of industrial wage workers. Although they have
not been incorporated into the new legal framework that helps define and legitimize China's decentralized
legal authoritarian regime, they have emerged as a central component of China’s economic success and an
important source of labor resistance.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua McIntosh:

The book Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Building China: Informal
Work and the New Precariat being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like open up and read a book Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Jacob Gray:

The book Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Mason Childress:

This Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat can bring whenever you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat having great arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Martha Dixon:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
Building China: Informal Work and the New Precariat we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely



be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Building China: Informal Work and
the New Precariat. You can more desirable than now.
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