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The Antagonist Principle is a critical examination of the works and sometimes controversial public career of
John Henry Newman (1801–1890), first as an Anglican and then as Victorian England’s most famous
convert to Roman Catholicism at a time when such a conversion was not only a minority choice but in some
quarters a deeply offensive one. Lawrence Poston adopts the idea of personality as his theme, not only in the
modern sense of warring elements in one’s own temperament and relationships with others but also in a
theological sense as a central premise of orthodox Trinitarian Christian doctrine. The principle of
"antagonism," in the sense of opposition, Poston argues, activated Newman's imagination while
simultaneously setting limits to his achievement, both as a spiritual leader and as a writer. The author draws
on a wide variety of biographical, historical, literary, and theological scholarship to provide an "ethical"
reading of Newman’s texts that seeks to offer a humane and complex portrait.

Neither a biography nor a revelation of a life, this textual study of Newman’s development as a theologian in
his published works and private correspondence attempts to resituate him as one of the most combative of
the Victorian seekers. Though his spiritual quest took place on the far right of the religious spectrum in
Victorian England, it nonetheless allied him with a number of other prominent figures of his generation as
distinct from each other as Thomas Carlyle, John Stuart Mill, and Walter Pater. Avoiding both hagiography
and iconoclasm, Poston aims to "see Newman whole."
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Prinz:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of
Personality (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who
have those short time problems.

Carmine Caulfield:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Antagonist
Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian Literature and Culture Series)
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Kimberly Plummer:

You may get this The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian
Literature and Culture Series) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Regina Dye:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman
and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the book The
Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian Literature and Culture
Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of these time.
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