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Health care costs make up nearly a fifth of U.S. gross domestic product, but health care is a peculiar thing to
buy and sell. Both a scarce resource and a basic need, it involves physical and emotional vulnerability and at
the same time it operates as big business. Patients have little choice but to trust those who provide them care,
but even those providers confront a great deal of medical uncertainty about the services they offer. Selling
Our Souls looks at the contradictions inherent in one particular health care market—hospital care. Based on
extensive interviews and observations across the three hospitals of one California city, the book explores the
tensions embedded in the market for hospital care, how different hospitals manage these tensions, the
historical trajectories driving disparities in contemporary hospital practice, and the perils and possibilities of
various models of care.

As Adam Reich shows, the book's three featured hospitals could not be more different in background or
contemporary practice. PubliCare was founded in the late nineteenth century as an almshouse in order to
address the needs of the destitute. HolyCare was founded by an order of nuns in the mid-twentieth century,
offering spiritual comfort to the paying patient. And GroupCare was founded in the late twentieth century to
rationalize and economize care for middle-class patients and their employers. Reich explains how these
legacies play out today in terms of the hospitals' different responses to similar market pressures, and the
varieties of care that result.

Selling Our Souls is an in-depth investigation into how hospital organizations and the people who work in
them make sense of and respond to the modern health care market.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Selling Our Souls: The Commodification
of Hospital Care in the United States will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or suitable book with you?

Mary Manzo:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Selling Our Souls: The Commodification of Hospital Care in
the United States can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Earnestine Marcus:

You may get this Selling Our Souls: The Commodification of Hospital Care in the United States by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Rhonda Kirby:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Selling Our Souls: The Commodification
of Hospital Care in the United States or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Selling Our Souls: The Commodification of Hospital Care in the
United States to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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