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Cattle being driven through a lush, green valley, a cowboy sitting on his horse with his back to the audience
looking out into the open range of America’s Midwest, only limited by the horizon, dark clouds gathering on
the far left side of the picture; these are the first images the viewer gets from Kevin Costner’s 2003 Western
movie, Open Range . And, in fact, this is all the audience needs, to know what this movie is going to be
about. Open Range is made in the tradition of a classic Western. The cinematography of the opening
sequence already establishes that. During these long shots the camera literally dwells in the scenery, showing
America’s open range, at its best – one could add. The symbolic meaning is conveyed immediately, since the
audience recognizes the movie’s frontier setting.
Since the Western genre has undergone a freefall since the late 1970s not only in public interest, which is
shown in box office rates, but also in its critical reception, it is interesting, that director Costner refers back
to the Western’s grand age in Open Range, even more so if one considers the public, as well as, the critical
success of the two most prominent Westerns of the 1990s. Both Clint Eastwood’s Unforgiven and Dances
With Wolves also by and with Kevin Costner offered a new interpretation of the classic Western, to be
honored with an Oscar for best picture in the process. So why does Costner then in Open Range take on the
classic model of the Western again?
The purpose of this paper is to try to give an answer to this question. To do so it is first necessary to
investigate in how far Open Range can be considered a classic Western movie and how deviations can be
interpreted. Having done so, we will have to read our findings against the political and cultural context of the
time of production of Open Range, since movies are cultural products and especially in the case of the
Western trigger certain expectations, which in our case address the central idea of American self-
understanding, the frontier myth. The story told in the Western hence becomes a “cultural story” .
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maples:

This Open Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Open Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st
Century without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Open Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century can bring any time you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even telephone. This Open Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century having fine
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Battle:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It
can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely Open Range -
Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century.

Eva Velasco:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Open
Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get prior to. The Open Range - Negotiating a Traditional Western in the 21st Century giving you one
more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better
life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Laura Thibodeau:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Open Range - Negotiating a
Traditional Western in the 21st Century which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's



observe.
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