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Though known primarily as a poet, Langston Hughes crafted well over 40 theatrical works. This book
examines Hughes's stage pieces from his first published play, The Gold Piece (1921), through his post-
radical wartime effort, For This We Fight (1943). Hughes's stage writing of this period includes such forms
as the folk comedy, the protest drama, the historical play and the blues opera. McLaren concludes that the
democratic argument is ultimately employed by Hughes to challenge segregation in the military and that
Hughes's iconography prefigures the black aesthetic of the 1960s. Photographs complement the text.

McLaren demonstrates that Hughes's folk comedies, such as Mule Bone (1930) and Little Ham (1936),
valorize folk humor and black vernacular. Written in collaboration with Zora Neale Hurston, Mule Bone
resulted in a literary controversy. The study also analyzes Hughes's radical plays, including Scottsboro
Limited (1931) and Don't You Want to Be Free? (1938), which blend poetry and drama. Also addressed is
Hughes's association with community drama groups, especially Karamu Theatre in Cleveland and the
Harlem Suitcase Theatre, which premiered Don't You Want to Be Free? and a number of Hughes's satires. In
the early 1940s, Hughes entered his post-radical period but continued to protest fascism and celebrate black
heroes and heroines. This transition is reflected in his critique of Richard Wright's Native Son. McLaren
concludes that the democratic argument is used to challenge segregation in the military and that Hughes's
iconography prefigures the black aesthetic of the 1960s. This book will be of great interest to students and
scholars of radical theatre and African American drama. Photographs complement the text.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the Protest
Tradition, 1921-1943 (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) seemed to be making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The book Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the Protest Tradition, 1921-1943 (Contributions in Afro-
American & African Studies) is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with all the book Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the Protest Tradition, 1921-1943 (Contributions in
Afro-American & African Studies). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sandra Hughes:

This Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the Protest Tradition, 1921-1943 (Contributions in Afro-American
& African Studies) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the Protest Tradition, 1921-1943 (Contributions in
Afro-American & African Studies) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the
Protest Tradition, 1921-1943 (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lawrence Weatherby:

The reserve untitled Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the Protest Tradition, 1921-1943 (Contributions in
Afro-American & African Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the Protest Tradition, 1921-1943
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Fred Dean:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Langston Hughes: Folk Dramatist in the Protest Tradition, 1921-1943



(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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