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The image of a prison with arevolving door helped George Bush win the presidency in 1988, but did
negative advertising damage the electoral process itself? Why did campaign ' 88 represent an all-time low in
the minds of many voters? These are some of the questions that impel this thought-provoking analysis of the
1988 presidential election, sponsored by the John and Mary R. Markle Foundation.

Using extensive empirical studies of the candidates, the media, and the voters, Bruce Buchanan, executive
director of the Markle Commission on the Media and the Electorate, traces the roots of popular
dissatisfaction with the 1988 el ection. Buchanan argues that the campaign drifted too far from popular ideals
of how democratic processes ought to work—that the substitution of negative advertising and quickie “sound
bites’ for reasoned debate on national problems and issues alienated much of the electorate, causing the
lowest voter turnout in sixty-four years.

Negative campaigning, however, cannot bear the full blame for the 1988 election. While the Markle
Commission offers specific recommendations for improvements in candidate and media performance, the
great need, says Buchanan, isfor voters to reclaim the electoral process, to insist that candidates and the
media give enough information about positions and programs for voters to make informed choices. Voters
need to be educated out of the idea that democratic elections and representative government can somehow
occur without the participation of ordinary citizens.

At atime when the American democratic process is being used as amodel by newly independent nations
around the world, it is particularly appropriate to ask how well it works at home. Electing a President does
just that.
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From reader reviews:
Stefanie Roach:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Electing a President: The
Markle Commission Research on Campaign '88 is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Carroll Torres:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Electing a President:
The Markle Commission Research on Campaign '88, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading areserve.

James Davis:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Electing a President: The Markle Commission Research on Campaign '88 will give you new experience
in looking at a book.

Carl Moss:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled
update of news. With this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the Electing a President: The Markle Commission Research on Campaign
'88 when you desired it?
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