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The chronicle of a Union soldier’s seven months in captivityBesides the risks of death or wounding in
combat, the average Civil War soldier faced the constant threat of being captured by the enemy. It is
estimated that one out of every seven soldiers was taken captive—more than 194,000 of them from Union
regiments—and held in prison camps infamous for breeding disease and death.Sgt. Lyle G. Adair of the
111th United States Colored Troops joined the thousands of Union prisoners when part of his regiment
tasked with guarding the rail lines between Tennessee and northern Alabama was captured by Confederate
cavalrymen. Adair, who had first enlisted in the 81st Ohio Volunteer Infantry at the age of seventeen and
later became a recruiting agent in the 111th, spent the remainder of the war being shuffled from camp to
camp as a prisoner of war. By the war’s end, he had been incarcerated in five different Confederate camps:
Cahaba, Camp Lawton, Blackshear, Thomasville, and Andersonville.“They Have Left Us Here to Die” is an
edited and annotated version of the diary Sergeant Adair kept of his seven months as a prisoner of war. The
diary provides vivid descriptions of each of the five camps as well as insightful observations about the
culture of captivity. Adair notes with disdain the decision of some Union prisoners to take the oath of
allegiance to the Confederacy in exchange for their freedom and covers the mock presidential election of
1864 held at Camp Lawton, where he and his fellow inmates were forced to cast votes for either Lincoln or
McClellan. But most significantly, Adair reflects on the breakdown of the prisoner exchange system between
the North and South, especially the roles played by the Lincoln administration and the Northern home front.
As a white soldier serving with African Americans, Adair also makes revealing observations about the
influence of race on the experience of captivity.Complete with numerous annotations comparing Adair’s
accounts with other diaries, memoirs, and official reports, “They Have Left Us Here to Die” provides a
platform for delving deeper into the culture of captivity and the Civil War soldier experience.“‘They Have
Left Us Here to Die’ touches on the important themes of combat motivation, race, the end of slavery, the
experience of captivity, and the competing stories of how the war was remembered. And it does so in the
hands of an able storyteller who brings Lyle Adair’s story to life.”—Scott Reynolds Nelson, Legum
Professor of History, College of William & Mary
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book They Have Left Us Here to Die: The Civil
War Prison Diary of Sgt. Lyle G. Adair, 111th U.S. Colored Infantry (Civil War in the North). All type of
book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kimberly Williams:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of They Have Left Us Here to Die: The Civil War Prison
Diary of Sgt. Lyle G. Adair, 111th U.S. Colored Infantry (Civil War in the North) to read.

Trisha McClain:

Here thing why this kind of They Have Left Us Here to Die: The Civil War Prison Diary of Sgt. Lyle G.
Adair, 111th U.S. Colored Infantry (Civil War in the North) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. They Have Left Us Here to Die: The Civil War Prison Diary of Sgt. Lyle G. Adair, 111th U.S.
Colored Infantry (Civil War in the North) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with They Have Left Us Here to Die: The Civil War
Prison Diary of Sgt. Lyle G. Adair, 111th U.S. Colored Infantry (Civil War in the North). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
They Have Left Us Here to Die: The Civil War Prison Diary of Sgt. Lyle G. Adair, 111th U.S. Colored
Infantry (Civil War in the North) in e-book can be your alternative.

Delilah Jordan:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book They Have Left Us Here to Die: The Civil War Prison Diary of Sgt. Lyle G. Adair, 111th



U.S. Colored Infantry (Civil War in the North) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book They Have Left Us Here to Die: The
Civil War Prison Diary of Sgt. Lyle G. Adair, 111th U.S. Colored Infantry (Civil War in the North). You can
more appealing than now.
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