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Focusing on the cultural conflicts between social reformers and southern communities, William Link
presents an important reinterpretation of the origins and impact of progressivism in the South. He shows that
a fundamental clash of values divided reformers and rural southerners, ultimately blocking the reforms. His
book, based on extensive archival research, adds a new dimension to the study of American reform
movements.

The new group of social reformers that emerged near the end of the nineteenth century believed that the
South, an underdeveloped and politically fragile region, was in the midst of a social crisis. They recognized
the environmental causes of social problems and pushed for interventionist solutions. As a consensus grew
about southern social problems in the early 1900s, reformers adopted new methods to win the support of
reluctant or indifferent southerners. By the beginning of World War I, their public crusades on prohibition,
health, schools, woman suffrage, and child labor had led to some new social policies and the beginnings of a
bureaucratic structure. By the late 1920s, however, social reform and southern progressivism remained
largely frustrated.

Link's analysis of the response of rural southern communities to reform efforts establishes a new social
context for southern progressivism. He argues that the movement failed because a cultural chasm divided the
reformers and the communities they sought to transform. Reformers were paternalistic. They believed that
the new policies should properly be administered from above, and they were not hesitant to impose their own
solutions. They also viewed different cultures and races as inferior.

Rural southerners saw their communities and customs quite differently. For most, local control and personal
liberty were watchwords. They had long deflected attempts of southern outsiders to control their affairs, and
they opposed the paternalistic reforms of the Progressive Era with equal determination. Throughout the
1920s they made effective implementation of policy changes difficult if not impossible. In a small-scale war,
rural folk forced the reformers to confront the integrity of the communities they sought to change.
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From reader reviews:

Madeleine Bandy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Paradox of Southern Progressivism, 1880-1930 (Fred W. Morrison
Series in Southern Studies). Try to the actual book The Paradox of Southern Progressivism, 1880-1930 (Fred
W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Edward Roth:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Paradox of Southern Progressivism,
1880-1930 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suitable book with you?

Barbara Simon:

The reason? Because this The Paradox of Southern Progressivism, 1880-1930 (Fred W. Morrison Series in
Southern Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or
you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book?
If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Julie Gooch:

The book untitled The Paradox of Southern Progressivism, 1880-1930 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern
Studies) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-



site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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