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Since the early 1990s hundreds of thousands of Tamil villagers in southern India have participated in literacy
lessons, science demonstrations, and other events designed to transform them into active citizens with access
to state power. These efforts to spread enlightenment among the oppressed are part of a movement known as
the Arivoli Iyakkam (the Enlightenment Movement), considered to be among the most successful mass
literacy movements in recent history. In The Light of Knowledge, Francis Cody’s ethnography of the Arivoli
Iyakkam highlights the paradoxes inherent in such movements that seek to emancipate people through
literacy when literacy is a power-laden social practice in its own right.

The Light of Knowledge is set primarily in the rural district of Pudukkottai in Tamil Nadu, and it is about
activism among laboring women from marginalized castes who have been particularly active as learners and
volunteers in the movement. In their endeavors to remake the Tamil countryside through literacy activism,
workers in the movement found that their own understanding of the politics of writing and Enlightenment
was often transformed as they encountered vastly different notions of language and imaginations of social
order. Indeed, while activists of the movement successfully mobilized large numbers of rural women, they
did so through logics that often pushed against the very Enlightenment rationality they hoped to foster.
Offering a rare behind-the-scenes look at an increasingly important area of social and political activism, The
Light of Knowledge brings tools of linguistic anthropology to engage with critical social theories of the
postcolonial state.
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From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Light of Knowledge: Literacy Activism and the Politics of
Writing in South India (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge).

Katrina Roberts:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Light of
Knowledge: Literacy Activism and the Politics of Writing in South India (Expertise: Cultures and
Technologies of Knowledge) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Debra Davis:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Light of Knowledge: Literacy Activism and the Politics of Writing in South India (Expertise: Cultures
and Technologies of Knowledge), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Brenda Seddon:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Light of Knowledge: Literacy Activism and the Politics of Writing in South India
(Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited



with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Light of Knowledge: Literacy Activism
and the Politics of Writing in South India (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge). You can
more desirable than now.
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