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National Abjection explores the vexed relationship between "Asian Americanness" and "Americanness”
through a focus on drama and performance art. Karen Shimakawa argues that the forms of Asian
Americanness that appear in U.S. culture are a function of national abjection—a process that demands that
Americanness be defined by the exclusion of Asian Americans, who are either cast as symbolic foreigners
incapable of integration or Americanization or distorted into an “honorary” whiteness. She examines how
Asian Americans become culturally visible on and off stage, revealing the ways Asian American theater
companies and artists respond to the cultural implications of this abjection.

Shimakawa looks at the origins of Asian American theater, particularly through the memories of some of its
pioneers. Her examination of the emergence of Asian American theater companies illuminates their
strategies for countering the stereotypes of Asian Americans and the lack of visibility of Asian American
performers within the theater world. She shows how some plays—Wakako Yamauchi’s 12-1-A, Frank
Chin’s Chickencoop Chinaman, and The Year of the Dragon—have both directly and indirectly addressed
the displacement of Asian Americans. She analyzes works attempting to negate the process of
abjection—such as the 1988 Broadway production of M. Butterfly as well as Miss Saigon, a mainstream
production that enacted the process of cultural displacement both onstage and off. Finally, Shimakawa
considers Asian Americanness in the context of globalization by meditating on the work of Ping Chong,
particularly his East-West Quartet.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Davisson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of National Abjection: The
Asian American Body Onstage to read.

Paul Hardy:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual National Abjection: The Asian American
Body Onstage is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Kathe Waller:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
often the book you have read will be National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage.

Allen Barnett:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage
why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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