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Scholarly Research Paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -
Linguistics, grade: 1, University of Vienna, language: English, abstract: In this paper | will discuss two
different approaches investigating the nature of language and the relation between language and thought: (1)
the Sapir-Whorf-hypothesis (also called theory of linguistic relativity) and (2) the metaphor approach of
Lakoff and Johnson (1980). Both theories had a major impact on the scientific community when they were
published and sparked important research but also major controversy and debate among many scholars. The
main reason for their controversial reception was that both theories called into question the very foundation
of the dominant view on language and thought, which is still very much aive.

The present paper is divided into six chapters. After thisintroduction, the second chapter will outline the
traditional objectivist view of fixed meaning and metaphor, which is still prevalent in Western societies. In
the third chapter | will briefly portray the Sapir-Whorf-hypothesis. The fourth chapter will deal with Lakoff
and Johnson's approach to understanding language. In the following chapter, | reflect on both theory
complexes, try to apply my theoretical knowledge and point out the similarities and differences of both
approaches. Furthermore, | will try to suggest afew ideas around which both approaches could be combined.
The sixth chapter is an evaluation.

As already indicated above, the current paper will be shaped by the two central questions. Does language
influence or even determine the way we think? How important is the concept of metaphor when investigating
the everyday use of language?
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From reader reviews:
Cinthia Beltran:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found
difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Metaphor and the Sapir-Whorf-
Hypothesis: An Attempt to Explore and Integrate the Theory of Metaphor by Lakoff and Johnson and the
Theory of Linguistic Relativity by Sapir and Whorf.

Wendell Darnell:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possihilities will not happen throughout you if you take Metaphor and the Sapir-Whorf-Hypothesis: An
Attempt to Explore and Integrate the Theory of Metaphor by Lakoff and Johnson and the Theory of
Linguistic Relativity by Sapir and Whorf as your daily resource information.

Mindy Simmons:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for you is Metaphor and the Sapir-Whorf-Hypothesis: An Attempt to Explore and
Integrate the Theory of Metaphor by Lakoff and Johnson and the Theory of Linguistic Relativity by Sapir
and Whorf this publication consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to
explainit is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Thisis
why this book suited all of you.

Brandon M acdonald:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books have many



advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
Metaphor and the Sapir-Whorf-Hypothesis: An Attempt to Explore and Integrate the Theory of Metaphor by
Lakoff and Johnson and the Theory of Linguistic Relativity by Sapir and Whorf we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book Metaphor and the Sapir-Whorf-Hypothesis: An Attempt to Explore and Integrate the Theory of
Metaphor by Lakoff and Johnson and the Theory of Linguistic Relativity by Sapir and Whorf. Y ou can more
desirable than now.
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