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A History of the Chinese Language provides a comprehensive introduction to the historical development of
the Chinese language from its proto Sino-Tibetan roots in prehistoric times to Modern Standard Chinese.
Taking a highly accessible and balanced approach, it presents a chronological survey of the various stages of
Chinese language development, covering crucial aspects such as phonology, syntax and semantics.

Features include:

Coverage of the key historical stages in Chinese language development, such as Old Chinese, Middle●

Chinese, Early Modern Chinese, Classical Chinese and Modern Standard Chinese
Treatment of core linguistic aspects of the Chinese language including phonological changes, grammatical●

development, lexical evolution, vernacular writing, Chinese characters and Modern Chinese dialects
Inclusion of many authentic Chinese legends and texts throughout the book, presented through a rigorous●

framework of linguistic analysis to help students to build up strong critical and evaluative skills and acquire
valuable cultural knowledge
Integration of materials from different disciplines, such as archaeology, anthropology, history and●

sociolinguistics, to highlight the cultural and social background of each period of the language
Helpful appendices to aid students with no prior knowledge of linguistics or the Chinese language●

Companion website at www.routledge.com/cw/dong offering a wealth of supplementary resources such as●

additional exercises, answer keys and audio recordings of the sounds of Middle and Old Chinese.

Written by a highly experienced instructor, A History of the Chinese Language will be an essential resource
for beginning students of Chinese Language and Linguistics and for anyone interested in the history and
culture of China.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Wheeler:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this A History of the Chinese Language, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Enoch Dutton:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is A History of the Chinese Language this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Marvin Smith:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book A History of the Chinese Language was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A History of the Chinese Language
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
this.

Jodi Harper:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the A History of the Chinese Language when you needed it?
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