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Among all the worlds’ democracies, the American system of government is perhaps the most self-conscious
about preventing majority tyranny. The American constitutional system is predicated on an inherent
ideational and institutional tension dating back to the foundation of the nation in the eighteenth century,
which constrains innovative policy development. Namely, the framers designed a system that simultaneously
seeks to protect the rights of the minority out of power and provide for majority rule. These opposing goals
are based on the idea that limiting governmental power will guarantee individual liberty.

The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives asks how this foundational tension might
limit the range of options available to American policy makers. What does the resistance to change in
Washington teach us about the American system of checks and balances? Why is it so difficult (though not
impossible) to make sweeping policy changes in the United States? How could things be different? What
would be the implications for policy formation if the United States adopted a British-style parliamentary
system?

To examine these questions, this book gives an example of when comprehensive change failed (the 1994
Contract with America) and when it succeeded (the 2010 Affordable Care Act). A comparison of the two
cases sheds light on how and why Obama’s health care was shepherded to law under Nancy Pelosi, while
Newt Gingrich was less successful with the Contract with America. The contrast between the two cases
highlights the balance between majority rule and minority rights, and how the foundational tension
constrains public-policy formation. While 2010 illustrates an exception to the rule about comprehensive
policy change in the United States, the 1994 is an apt example of how our system of checks and balances
usually works to stymie expansive, far-reaching legislative initiatives.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Clark:

This The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives
without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become
worry The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives can bring once you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
phone. This The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives having great arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kimberly Pratt:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives
book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer connected with The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives content
conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Path of American Public
Policy: Comparative Perspectives is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Cindy Knutson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives.

Francisco Garcia:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that



recommended to you is The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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