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The Emergence of Buddhist American Literature (SUNY seriesin Buddhism and American Culture)
Looks at Buddhist influencesin American literature and how literature has shaped the reception of
Buddhismin North America.

The encounter between Buddhism and American literature has been a powerful one for both parties. While
Buddhism fueled the Beat movement’ s resounding critique of the United States as a spiritually dead society,
Beat writers and others have shaped how Buddhism has been presented to and perceived by a North
American audience. Contributors to this volume explore how Asian influences have been adapted to
American desiresin literary works and Buddhist poetics, or how Buddhist practices emergein literary works.
Starting with early aesthetic theories of Ernest Fenollosa, made famous but also distorted by Ezra Pound, the
book moves on to the countercultural voices associated with the Beat movement and its friends and heirs
such as Ginsberg, Kerouac, Snyder, Giorno, Waldman, and Whalen. The volume also considers the work of
contemporary American writers of color influenced by Buddhism, such as Maxine Hong Kingston, Charles
Johnson, and Lan Cao. An interview with Kingston is included.

“This collection offers an excellent and newly renovated place from which to continue the study of
Buddhism in American literature. It will become an essentia critical volume.” — Religion and the Arts

“...signalsasignificant turn in critical understanding of Buddhism in U.S. literature—one whose
methodol ogy emphasizes the groundlessness shared by Buddhism and contemporary literature studies while
also grounding itself, necessarily so, in the waysin which Buddhism is shaped by the particularities of
history.” — Beat Studies

“...athought-provoking analysis of the myriad ways American literature has contributed to our Buddhist
practice and vice versa.” — Tricycle

“...agroundbreaking anthology of critical writings making vital new connections between buddhadharma
and American literature...” — Buddhadharma: The Practitioner’s Quarterly

“This book in your hands is atrove of the best we can do to put the Dharmainto words.” — from the
Foreword by Maxine Hong Kingston

John Whalen-Bridge is Associate Professor of English at the National University of Singapore. He isthe
coeditor (with Sor-hoon Tan) of Democracy as Culture: Deweyan Pragmatism in a Globalizing World, also
published by SUNY Press, and the author of Political Fiction and the American Self.

Gary Storhoff is Associate Professor of English at the University of Connecticut at Stamford and the author
of Understanding Charles Johnson.
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From reader reviews:
Hyacinth Mills:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theideafor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Emergence of Buddhist
American Literature (SUNY seriesin Buddhism and American Culture). All type of book are you able to see
on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Theodore Mullis:

The book untitled The Emergence of Buddhist American Literature (SUNY seriesin Buddhism and
American Culture) is the guide that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso might get the e-book of The
Emergence of Buddhist American Literature (SUNY series in Buddhism and American Culture) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Cruz Fleury:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
al their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your freetime/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test ook for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Emergence of Buddhist American Literature (SUNY series in Buddhism and
American Culture) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Judy Newberry:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Emergence of Buddhist American Literature
(SUNY seriesin Buddhism and American Culture) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book The Emergence of Buddhist American Literature (SUNY seriesin Buddhism and
American Culture) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading that will.
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